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Reflections from a Former Fellow 
Fr. Joseph Ananias 
Duke Divinity School     
Staff Assistant, External Relations 
Pastoral Associate, Anglican Episcopal House of Studies 

The Charles Simeon Institute at St. Peter’s Anglican Church played 
an invaluable role in my formation as a parish priest. Anyone who knows me 
knows how dearly I consider St. Peter's and how fondly I remember my time 
there.  I received many gifts from St. Peter’s, which formed me for ministry.  
Allow me to name three that stand out: 

            First, I received warmth and hospitality from the parish, especially 
from Fr. Michael Petty, Carol Long, and the Lay Mentoring Committee 
members: from the start, they accepted me as a member of the “family.”  I remember meeting Carol for the 
first time, when she said something that she has repeated several times since, with utter seriousness: “You 
know, you’re always a part of our St. Peter’s family, right?” Folks at St. Peter’s take very seriously the reality 
that, in Christ, we are not simply acquaintances or colleagues but we are also brothers and sisters.  

During my summer in the Charles Simeon Institute, I formed Christian friendships and 
mentorships that will last a lifetime. I remember many long mornings with Fr. Michael, in which he 
generously gave of his time and attention, as we discussed theology, the meaning of priesthood, and how to 
deal with the challenges of parish ministry. I remember families from my Lay Mentoring Committee, 
embracing me as their own, hosting me as a regular dinner guest or inviting me on a day trip to the lake. In all 
these things, St. Peter’s possesses a unique spirit of filial love in Christ that I will endeavor to model and 
cultivate in every parish in which I serve. 

The second gift St. Peter’s gave me was a model of what it looks like to cultivate excellence in every 
area of parish life. During my summer at St. Peter’s, I had the opportunity to meet with each member of the 
staff, in order to learn how each was pursuing excellence in his or her ministry area, within a large parish 
setting. In those meetings, I gained a deeper sense -- not only of how a parish works but -- of how a parish 
works well. Most especially, Charles Simeon fellows have the opportunity to see the ins and outs of how St. 
Peter’s pursues excellence in worship, through attention to detail in its beautiful liturgies. In these ways, St. 
Peter’s gave me a vision of what it looks like for a parish to give God its best, in all aspects of its common 
life.  

Countless conversations with Fr. Michael helped me to gain a sense of wonder at the privilege it is to 
be a priest. One of Fr. Michael’s refrains that I have heard him preach in many sermons on the priesthood, 
including my own ordination sermon, is that . . .  

“. . . God . . . gives us the huge honor of sharing in what he could have accomplished by himself. As 
priests, God invites us to share in what is properly his work.”  

It is a wonder that Jesus would allow me such a direct share in his own activity in this world and the 
Charles Simeon Institute at St. Peter’s opened my eyes to that wonder in a way deeper than ever before. 


